
PALMERTOWNSHIPBOARDOFSUPERVISORS
GENERALBUSINESSMEETING

FEBRUARY23 2010

AgeneralbusinessmeetingofthePalmerTownshipBoardofSupervisorswasheldon
Tuesday February23 2010at700pm intheCommunityRoomofthePalmerLibrarywith
fourSupervisorsinattendance DaveColver MikeMitchell AnnMariePanellaandBob Smith
RobertLammiwasabsent Alsoinattendance weretheTownshipManager PublicServices
Director PlanningDirector PoliceChiefandTownship Solicitor ColinMcEvoy fromthe
ExpressTimesrepresentedthenewsmedia ChairmanColverconvenedthemeetingandled
thosepresentinthePledgetotheFlag

2 APPROVALOFDISBURSEMENTOFFUNDSFEBURARY1 FEBRUARY8 AND
FEBRUARY23 2010

INFORMATION

Thereportwillbeprovidedatthemeeting

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyMitchell secondedbySmith andagreedbyall theBoardapprovedthe
disbursementoffundsforFebruary1 2010

OnmotionbyPanella secondedbyMitchell andagreedbyall theBoardapprovedthe
disbursementoffundsforFebruary8 2010

OnmotionbySmith secondedbyMitchell andagreedbyall theBoardapproved the
disbursementoffundsforFebruary23 2010

3 APPROVALOFMINUTES JANUARY26 2010

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyMitchell secondedbyPanella andagreedbyall theBoardapprovedthe
minutesofJanuary26 2010

4 PROPOSEDZONINGAMENDMENT GENERALCOMMERCIALDISTRICT

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprovedisapproveconsiderationofazoningamendmenttopermit
retailstoresinthegeneralcommercialdistrict

DISCUSSION

PlanningDirectorCyndieCarmansaidthis wasdiscussedyearsago priortoher joining
ththetownship whenthepharmacywasbuiltat25 StreetandWilliamPennHighway Carman

saidthecurrentordinancewouldallowapharmacyandretailuseifitwasinan existingbuilding
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only notnewconstruction Brunosaidthischangewouldhave togototheLehighValley
PlanningCommissionandthetownshipPlanningCommissionforcomment Brunoaskedif the
townshipshouldalsoconsidermultipleretailusesononeproperty Carmansaidmorethan one
commercialbusinessonapropertyisallowedinabuilding BrunosaidiftheBoardisokay with
movingforwardwiththischangehewouldneedauthorizationtoputtogethertheordinance
changeandthensubmitittotheLehighValley PlanningCommissionforreviewandcomment

OnmotionbyMitchell secondedbyPanella andagreedbyall theBoardauthorizedthe
solicitortowriteuptheproposedzoningamendmenttosubmittotheLehighValleyPlanning
Commissionforreviewandcomment

5 POLICEPENSIONFUNDCOSTOFLIVINGDISCUSSION

INFORMATION

ThePolicePensionBoardisrecommendinga1 COLAincreaseforpoliceretirees The
Boardneeds toapprovedisapprovetherecommendation

DISCUSSION

SupervisorPanellasaidthiswasdiscussedatourrecentPolice PensionBoardmeeting
andshementionedthattherewasaminorcostoflivingincreaseof18 Panellasaidshe
suggestedthePolicePensionBoardmakearecommendationtotheBoardofSupervisorsto
considera1 COLAincreasetothecurrentpoliceretirees for2010andrevisititagainnext
year Colversaiditis1 ofwhat Anckaitis saiditwouldbea1 increasetotheircurrent
pensionamount Anckaitis saidheagreeswith whatSupervisor Panellasaidandthisreallyhas
nothingtodowiththeitembeingdiscussed buthewantedtomaketheBoardawarethatthe
nonuniformretireeshaveneverreceivedaCOLAincreasesince hesbeenwiththetownship

OnmotionbyPanella secondedbySmith andagreedbyall theBoardapproveda1
COLAincreasetocurrentpoliceretireescontingentuponafavorable actuarialevaluationforthe
increase

6 POLICEPENSIONORDINANCE ACT51OF 2009

INFORMATION

TheBoardneeds toapprovedisapproveadvertisingtheordinance

DISCUSSION

Brunosaidthischangecamefromstateenactedlegislationthatprovidesforakilledin
servicebenefit thatwaspreviouslyinourlocalordinance Nowthatthestatecoversthebenefit
itcanberemovedfrom thetownshipordinance

OnmotionbyMitchell secondedbyPanella andagreedbyall theBoardauthorizedthe
solicitortoadvertisethepolicepensionordinance forfutureenactment
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7 POLICEPENSIONRESOLUTION ASSETSMOOTHING

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprovedisapprovetheresolutionadoptingasmoothingmethodto
determinetheactuarialvalueofassetsaspartoftheactuarialvaluationforthepolicepension
plan

DISCUSSION

Anckaitissaidthisisfromarecent lawchangethatallowsmunicipalitiestouseanasset
smoothingmethodtodeterminetheirminimummunicipalobligation totheirpensionplans
Anckaitissaiditlessenstheimpactduetothelackofperformanceofthestockmarket
AnckaitissaidJeffMyers ourpolicepensionactuary recommended weadopttheresolution
Anckaitissaidournonuniformplanisnotrequiringaresolutionbeadoptedbythetownship

OnmotionbyMitchell secondedbySmith andagreedbyall theBoardapproved the
resolutionadoptingtheassetsmoothingmethodtodeterminetheactuarialvalueofassetsaspart
oftheactuarialvaluationforthepolicepensionplan

8 DESTRUCTIONOFRECORDSRESOLUTION

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprovedisapprovethedestructionofrecordsresolution

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbySmith secondedbyPanella andagreedbyall theBoardapprovedthe
destructionofrecordsresolution

9 APPOINTMENTOFAUDITORRESOLUTION

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprovedisapprovetheresolution

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyPanella secondedbySmith andagreedbyall theBoardapprovedthe
appointmentofauditorresolution

10 JOSEPHISECURITYRELEASE

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprovedisapprove thesecurityrelease
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DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyMitchell secondedbySmith andagreedbyall theBoardapproved the
securityreleaseforJosephILimitedPartnershipintheamountof 4300461

11 STREETLIGHTRESOLUTION VICTORIASQUAREIV

INFORMATION

CyndieCarmanwillbringthe MetEdresolutiontothemeeting The Boardneedsto
approvedisapprovethestreetlightresolution

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyMitchell secondedbyPanella andagreedbyall theBoardapprovedthe
streetlightresolutionforthreestreetlightsinVictoriaSquareatthedevelopmentparkinglot at
thecorneroflot12 andintheculdesacalongAnthonyCourt

12 STREETLIGHTRESOLUTION ESTATESATNORTHWOOD

INFORMATION

CyndieCarman willbringthe MetEdresolutiontothemeeting The Boardneedsto
approvedisapprovethestreetlightresolution

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyPanella secondedbySmith andagreedbyall theBoardapprovedthe
streetlightresolutionfortwostreetlightsintheEstatesatNorthwoodDevelopmentattheculde
sacbetweenlots9and10andatthecorneroflot17

13 PATHFINDERSIGNREQUEST

INFORMATION

TheHolidayInnExpressisrequestingapprovalofadditionalpathfindersigns The
Boardneedstoapprovedisapprove therequest

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyMitchell secondedbySmith andagreedbyall theBoardapproved the
requestfortwoadditionalpathfindersignsfortheHolidayInnExpresstobelocatedatRoute
248priortotheRoute22underpassbridge ontheBurgerKingside anda straightarrowatthe
junctionofNorthamptonStreetandSalesStreetbyWachoviaBank

14 TOWNSHIPENGINEERCAPITALPROJECTS UPDATE

INFORMATION
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ThetownshipengineerwillupdatetheBoardonthestatusofcapitalprojects

DISCUSSION

DillmansaidUGIhastheFreemansburgAvenueareatornuprightnowanditis
unrelatedtothetownshipproject Dillmansaidwemetwith allutilitycompaniesearlyoninour
planningprocessandUGIsaidtheywerenotgoingtodoanyupgradesinthatarea Dillmansaid
thenwhenweheldourpreconstructionconference UGIsaidtheywouldbereplacingsomegas

stlinesinthatarea Dillmansaidtheyweretobe donebyMarch1 whenChrinissupposedtobe
readytorestarttheproject UGIstillhastwoweeksworthofworktocompletewithoutweather
relatedstoppages DillmansaidChrinwillneedatleast40degreeweathertobegintheirwork
again Dillmansaidhe receivedpaymentrequest 2from ChrinonFridayandheshouldhaveit
turnedovertothetownshipbytheendofthisweekfor paymentforthestormsewerwork

Colveraskediftherewasanydiscussionregardingthetractoflandatthecommunity
center Anckaitis saidweaskedHowardKutzlerfrom BethlehemTownship aboutplanting
thingsinthedetentionbasinandaddingsittingwalls AnckaitissaidKutzlersaiditisour
property dowhatwewant sinceBethlehemTownshipandPalmerhavethesameengineerthere
shouldntbeaproblem Anckaitis saidTomAdamsandScottKistlermetwithJamieCollins
lastweekandreviewedaplanshehasdesigned Colversaidwhenthedesignisdone runitby
theBoardsoweknowwhatisgoingtobedone Anckaitis saidherecentlysawagardenwith
paversandgrassgrowinginbetweenthemthatcreatesawalkingmazeforchildren Anckaitis
saidwewilltakealookatseeingifitisfeasibletodosomethinglike this Colveraskedifitwill
bedonethissummer Anckaitissaidthatistheplan Dillmanaskedforacopyoftheplan

15 PUBLICCOMMENT

None

16 REPORTS

Solicitor
BrunohadtheconditionaluseletterforWoodridgeFalls relatedtotheirconditional
useapplication OnmotionbySmith seconded byMitchell andagreedbyall the
BoardauthorizedtheChairman tosigntheconditionaluseletter

Colveraskedwheretheimprovementsagreementstands forWoodridgeFalls
DillmansaidawhilebackwegotacostestimatefromSteveGoffredothatwasjust
under 6million Dillmansaidwhenweputanestimatetogetherwewerejustover
6million wewerewithin1 ofGoffredosnumber Dillmansaidthemunicipal

planningcodeandtownshippolicyrequiresasigned sealedestimatefromthe
developersengineerandthatjustcameinlastFridayat 26million Dillmansaidit
doesntappeartoincludeeverythingthatneedstobeinitandwasnotinaccordance
withthetownshippolicy DillmansaidifwecompareittoPhasesIandIIofthe
VillagesofMillRacethatwasalsointhearea of 6million Dillmansaidhe
believesthedeveloperwillmakesomenoisewhentheygettheletter Brunosaid
oncehegetsthecostapprovedbythetownshipengineersofficehepreparesthe
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agreement Dillmansaidhewouldtellthesolicitortousewhattheyhavecomeup
withwhichiswithin1 ofGoffredosnumber Brunosaidhecangoaheadand
preparetheagreement onDillmansrecommendationtonight

BrunosaidCabotIIthedeveloper forPalmerNorthIndustrialisreadytoenterinto
theirmaintenanceperiodaslongastheyprovidetheir security Brunosaidhehasa
resolutiontoacceptfive deedsofdedicationfortheproject OnmotionbyMitchell
secondedbyPanella andagreedbyall theBoardauthorizedtheChairmantosignthe
resolution
BrunohadthemaintenanceagreementforCabotII PalmerNorthIndustrial toenter
intotheir18monthmaintenanceperiodbeginningFebruary 23 2010 Onmotionby
Smith secondedbyPanella andagreedbyall theBoardauthorizedtheChairmanto
signthemaintenanceagreement
Brunohadonerealestatematterforexecutivesession

Manager
AnckaitissaidhegavetheBoardamemorecommendingaonetimelumpsum
stipendof 1500forBrendaDeGerolamofor coveringhissixweekabsencefrom
work Anckaitissaidshehasaveryheavyworkloadtobeginwithandhefeels
stronglythatsheshouldbecompensatedfortakingontheadditional tasksduringhis
absence OnmotionbyColver secondedbySmith andagreedbyall theBoard
approvedthestipend
Anckaitishadfourpersonnel itemsforexecutivesession

PublicServicesDirector
Adamssaidhesentoutavolunteerrequestforthetreevitalizationprojectscheduled
forApril

PoliceChief
Fretzsaidhepreviouslyreportedthedepartmenthadreceivedfourcomputersthat
wouldallowtheofficerstocompletereportsintheirvehicles Fretzsaidthey
receivedanupgradetotheir recordsmanagementsystemandarenowupandrunning
Anckaitissaidweallseepolicecarsparkedandpeopleperceiveitasofficerssitting
theredoingnothing Thisnewsystemsallowstheofficerstobeoutinthetownship
andallowsthemtobecloserforrespondingtocalls ratherthanbeinginthestation
doingthereports

Supervisors
SmithsaidtheAAhasturnedinthefirstgroupofcoachesforbackgroundchecks It
willbehandledthrough athirdpartycompany
Colversaidthenewandimprovedcommunitymapwasdelivered Themapistotally
fundedbytheadvertisersinthemap ColverthankedtheBusiness Industrialand
Professionalgroupfordoingthis project
Colveraskedforan updaterelatedtothepoliceliability insurancecoverageandasked
ifthereisinsurance coveragefortheBoardofSupervisorsmembers Anckaitissaida
fewyearsagoweuppedtheliability insurancefrom 1to 4million Anckaitissaid
wearenowgoingtoincreaseitto 6million Anckaitissaidourratewouldhave
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goneupsignificantlythisyearbecausewedidntreceiveacreditthatweusedto
receiveinthepast Anckaitissaidthepremiumfor2010willbe 48199 Thatisan
increaseof 1600fromwhat itwouldhavecostwithoutincreasingthelimit amount
Anckaitissaidhewillhavetotalk toLeeMearhoffabouttheindividualinsurancefor
boardmembers
Panellasaidwhere theRoute33overpassisonVanBurenRoadthereisnoheight
restrictionnotedonthebridge Panellasaidmanytruck driversareconcernedthey
wontmakeitunderthebridge AdamssaidhewilltalktoPenndottoseeiftheycan
getitposted

OnmotionbyPanella secondedbySmith andagreedbyall themeetingwasadjourned
at755pm with onerealestateandfourpersonnel itemsforexecutivesession

Respectfullysubmitted

RobertG Anckaitis
TownshipManager


