
PALMERTOWNSHIPBOARDOFSUPERVISORS
GENERALBUSINESSMEETING

MARCH23 2010

AgeneralbusinessmeetingofthePalmerTownshipBoardofSupervisorswasheldon
Tuesday March 23 2010at700pm intheCommunityRoomofthePalmerLibrarywithfour
Supervisorsinattendance RobertLammi MikeMitchell AnnMariePanella andBobSmith
DaveColverwasabsent AlsoinattendanceweretheTownshipManager PublicServices
Director PlanningDirector PoliceChiefandTownship Solicitor Vice Chairman Lammi
convenedthemeetingandledthosepresentinthePledgetotheFlag

2 APPROVALOFDISBURSEMENTOFFUNDSMARCH23 2010

INFORMATION

Thereportwillbeprovidedatthemeeting

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyPanella secondedbyMitchell andagreedbyall theBoardapprovedthe
disbursementoffundsforMarch23 2010

3 APPROVALOFMINUTES MARCH8 2010

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyMitchell secondedbySmith andagreedbythree theBoardapproved the
minutesofMarch8 2010 Lammiabstained sincehe wasabsentattheMarch8 2010meeting

4 TOWNSHIPMEETINGROOMPROJECTIONPROPOSAL

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprovedisapprovethenewprojectionsystemforthetownship
meetingroom

DISCUSSION

CodeOfficer DanLichtenwalnerwasinattendanceandpresenteda plantotheBoardfor
aprojectionsystemforthemeetingroom Lichtenwalner saiditwouldinclude asecuredcabinet
tolocktheequipmentinwhenitwasnotinuse Smithaskediftheproposalincludedspeakers
Lichtenwalnersaiditdidnot Lammisuggestedthey addsoundtothepackageincasesomeone
wouldwanttorunavideoandtoaddajackatthefront ofthemeetingroombytheconference
table

OnmotionbySmith seconded byMitchell andagreedbyall the Boardapprovedthe
newtownshipmeetingroomprojectionsystemwiththeadditionofajackatthe frontofthe
meetingroomandspeakers forsoundprojection withthebudgetremaining under 5000

5 CHARLESCHRINCOMMUNITYCENTERGARDENPLAN
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INFORMATION

JamieCollinsfromtheShadeTreeCommissionwillbringthelatestgardenplanforthe
communitycentertoreviewwiththeBoard TheBoardneedstoapprovedisapprove theplan

DISCUSSION

JamieCollinspresentedaplanforalinearparkthatfollowstheproposedbikepath
Collinssaiditisintended toaccessthewalkingtrailwithashadedpathandthreecircularareas
andgardenswithresiduals perennialsandshrubs Collinssaidshealsoincludedaretainingwall
withasplitrailfencewhererosescanclimb We addeda labyrinthtodrawpeopleinandhave
addedasmallwaterfeature Collinssaidthewalking pathwillbelimestonescreening Weare
tryingtokeepitaslowmaintenanceaspossible We havealsodiscussedgettingsome
communitygardeninggroupinvolvedinmaintainingthegarden Collinssaidweareplanningto
bringwaterouttothesite

Lammisaidthelasttimewediscussedthis wetalkedaboutdoingsomethingwiththe
detentionpond Collinssaidatthis pointwewantedtodesignthegardenfirstsincethatiswhat
themoneywasdonatedfor Lammisaidtypicallyinthetownshipwehavegrassintheponds
butdownsouththeyplantvegetationthathelpscleanthewaterasitflowsoutofthepond
TownshipEngineer BrianDillman saidthebasinsarestillunfinished SupervisorSmithsaid
thegardenwasdiscussedwith theRecreationBoardandtheRecreationBoardwas questioning
whethertheRoute22 locationisdoableorifitwouldn tbemorepracticaltohave thegarden
overbytheoldCampbellpropertywheretheBusiness IndustrialandProfessionalgroupis
consideringbuildingapavilion Collinssaidinitiallyweproposedthisspotand theCampbell
propertyareatotheBoard CollinssaidthedrivewaythatwillbeopenedonBethmanRoad is
goingtobethemainentrancetothecenterandthisgardenwouldbeagreatwelcoming areato
peopleenteringthesite Collinssaiditwasfeltpeoplecansit inthegardenandwillbeableto
seetheplayingfields ThisspotisalsomuchlargerthantheCampbellsitesowecoulddoalot
morewithit CollinssaidinheropiniontheCampbellsite seemstobebetterforapicnic grove
becauseitwillbein anareawithalotofactivity Lammisaidwhenwefirsttalkedaboutthishe
thoughttheCampbellsitemaybebesttoo but thatareaisamuchmoreactiveareawith
basketballcourtsproposedandotherplayareas Anckaitis saidthereisalsoanother groupcalled
CompassionateFriendsofEaston asupportgroupforindividualswholostachild thatwere
interested inputsomethingintheBethlehemTownship park BethlehemTownshipisn tready
tomoveforwardwiththeirprojectsotheyhavecontactedus Anckaitissaidthatgroupmaybe
interested inextendingthepathandaddinganothercirculararea Theycurrently have 15000
fortheirproject

OnmotionbyPanella secondedbyMitchell andagreedbyall theBoardapprovedthe
communitycentergardenplanaspresented

6 AUTHORIZATIONTOADVERTISETEXTAMENDMENTREGARDING
COMMERCIALVEHICLES

INFORMATION
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TheBoardneedstoapprovedisapproveadvertisingthetextamendmentforpublic
hearing

DISCUSSION
Carmansaidwefoundsomediscrepanciesintheordinance regardingweightofvehicles

andthetypesoftrucksversuswhatison theroadstoday Lammi askedifthereisahome
occupationinthetownshiprunning asmalltruckingbusiness will theybeabletoparkatruck
thatisaboveaclass5infrontoftheirhouseorintheirdriveway Carmansaidinthehome
occupationuseitwouldneedspecialexceptionapprovalfromtheZoning HearingBoard
Carmansaidthelastpageoftheproposedordinanceprovidesspecialstandardsforhome
occupationsthatlistnothingoverclass5vehicles Lammisaidhefeelslimitingdeliveriesby
smalltruckstothreetimesaweekistoolowforahomeoccupation Carmansaidshewill look
intoeithereliminatingthatclauseoraddingspecificdeliverytypes

OnmotionbySmith secondedbyPanella andagreedbyall theBoardapproved
advertisingtheordinance forfutureadoption

7 AUTHORIZATIONTO ADVERTISETEXTAMENDMENTREGARDINGHDR
DISTRICT

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprovedisapproveadvertisingthetextamendmentforpublic
hearing

DISCUSSION

CarmansaidthisamendmentisrelatedtotheHDR2district Carmansaidthiswas
actually requestedbytheGlenmoorcommunitywhen aproposedlifecarecenterwasproposed
forthepropertynexttothem Carmansaidwefeelprovisionsshould beestablishedforthe
externalpropertylinesetbacklikeitisinanHDRdistrict Carmanreviewedotherminor
changesproposedintheordinance Lammiaskedifanyotherareasinthetownshipwouldbe
negativelyimpactedbythechanges Carmansaidthere arentmanyHDR2districts inthe
township

OnmotionbySmith secondedbyPanella andagreedbyall theBoardapproved
advertisingtheordinance forfutureadoption

8 LOWESHOMECENTERPLANNINGMODULEPOSTCARD
EXEMPTIONCAPACITYTRANSFER

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprovedisapprovetheplanningmodulepostcard
exemptioncapacitytransfer

DISCUSSION
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Lammisaidthiswas discussedatapriormeetingandwerequestedmoreinformationon
whatisbeingbuiltontheproperty Carmanpresentedaplanthatthetownshipreceivedshowing
theproposedLowessiteinLowerNazarethTownship

OnmotionbyMitchell secondedbyPanella andagreedbyall theBoardapprovedthe
planningmodulepostcardexemptioncapacitytransferforLowesHomeCenter

9 POLICEPENSIONORDINANCE

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprovedisapprovetheordinance

DISCUSSION

Anckaitissaidthisistoremovethekilledin service benefitfromthetownshipordinance
sinceanewlawwasrecentlypassedintheStateofPennsylvaniawherethestatewillnowbe
payingthisbenefit AnckaitissaidhegaveacopyofthePSATSbulletinnotifyingtownships
thattheyshouldremovethisfromtheirordinances andacopyoftheordinancetothePresident
ofthePalmerTownship PoliceAssociation

OnmotionbyMitchell secondedbyPanella andagreedbyall theBoardapprovedthe
policepensionordinance

10 ESTATESATNORTHWOOD LETTEROFCREDITRELEASE

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprovedisapprovetheconversionofletterofcredittomaintenance
security

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbySmith secondedbyPanella andagreedbyall theBoardapprovedthe
letterofcreditreleasefortheEstates atNorthwoodintheamountof 64350

11 POLICEPENSIONCOSTOFLIVINGINCREASE

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprovedisapprovethe1 COLA increaseforpoliceretireesbased
ontheactuarialstudyreceived

DISCUSSION

Anckaitissaidwereceivedtheactuarialstudyfrom theactuary fortheproposed1 cost
oflivingincreasetheBoardproposedforpoliceretireesin2010 Anckaitissaiditwillhavean
impactonthepoliceMMOof 32650 AnckaitissaidourcurrentpoliceMMOis 426985and
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ournonuniformMMOis 318454 AnckaitissaidsinceAct44waspassedtheincreaseisnow
recognizedinoneyearinsteadofoveracourseofseveralyears Lammisaidhesbeenretired
for10yearsandhe hasneverreceivedanincreasetohispension Mitchellsaidwedidntbudget
forthis 32650increase Anckaitis saidwedidnotbuttheincreasemostlikelywonthitour
budgetuntil2012or2013 Mitchellaskedifthe 32625 increaseisjustinoneyearorifthe
MMOwillhavethatamountincreasefor eachfutureyearaftertheinitialhit Anckaitissaidhe
wasntcompletelysureifitcontinuedyearafteryear TheBoardaskedtogetclarificationifthe
32650increaseisforjust oneyearorremainsintheMMOamountforeachfutureyear

Lamminotedtotable theitemuntilthenextmeeting

12 TOWNSHIPENGINEERCAPITALPROJECTS UPDATE

INFORMATION

ThetownshipengineerwillupdatetheBoardonthestatusofcapitalprojects

DISCUSSION

DillmansaidUGIisstillworkingonFreemansburgAvenueandshouldbeoutoftheway
bytheendofthisweek Theirworkisnotpartofthetownshipproject Dillmansaidthereisa
jobconference scheduledfortomorrowandworkshouldbestartingagainnextweek Dillman
saidtherearetwosmallstormsewerpiperunstocompleteandthencurbingandpavement The
workshouldbecompletedbyearlyJune

13 PUBLICCOMMENT

None

14 REPORTS

Solicitor
BrunosaidTownshipEngineerDillmanhandedoutinformationontheWoodridge
Fallsproject Brunosaidthedisputeisanestimatesubmitted byFinelliEngineering
for 4050000 Brunosaidwelookatwhatisnecessaryforfunctioningpublic
improvementsandintheworstcasescenario ifthetownshipwouldberequiredto
completethepublicimprovements Wetakethisintoaccountwhenwecomeupwith
thesecurityamount Brunosaidtherearesixitems theyarerequestingtoberemoved
fromsecurityforareductionapproaching 1million Weinclude10 appliedto
publicimprovementsonly Brunosaidwefeelthetownshipisstillprotected Bruno
saidtheyhave alsosuggesteda36 monthbuildoutasopposedtothetypicalone
year Brunosaidhewill includeintheimprovementsagreement thateachyearthe
TownshipEngineerwillhavetherighttoreevaluatethesecuritybasedon current
figures Brunosaidheislookingforapprovalofthis recommendationtonight The
Boardagreedwithnomotionrequired
BrunohadarequestfromSteveGoudsouzianfortheMelhemTownhouses
requestinga90dayextensionoftimetoenterintotheirimprovementsagreement
OnmotionbyPanella secondedbyMitchell andagreedbyall theBoardapproved
the90dayextension




