
PALMERTOWNSHIPBOARDOFSUPERVISORS
GENERALBUSINESSMEETING

APRIL12 2010

AgeneralbusinessmeetingofthePalmerTownshipBoardofSupervisorswasheldon
Monday April12 2010at700pm intheCommunityRoomofthePalmerLibrarywithfour
Supervisorsinattendance DavidColver RobertLammi MichaelMitchellandRobertSmith
AnnMariePanellawasabsent Alsoinattendance weretheTownshipManager PublicServices
Director PoliceChiefandTownshipSolicitor ChairmanColverconvenedthemeetingandled
thosepresentinthePledgetotheFlag

2 APPROVALOFDISBURSEMENTOFFUNDSAPRIL12 2010

INFORMATION

Thereportwillbeprovidedatthemeeting

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyMitchell secondedbySmith andagreedbyall theBoardapprovedthe
disbursementoffundsforApril12 2010

3 APPROVALOFMINUTES APRIL5 2010

DISCUSSION

OnmotionbyLammi secondedbySmith andagreedbyall theBoardapprovedthe
minutesofApril5 2010

4 CHARLESCHRINCOMMUNITYCENTERUPDATE

INFORMATION

Thecommunitycenterdirectorwillbe providinganupdatetotheBoard

DISCUSSION

CommunityCenterDirectorDanMcKinneydistributedahandouttotheBoard
McKinneysaidweare 10000totheplussideafterthefirstquarter McKinneysaidthezumba
classeshavehad3500attendeesinthefirstquarteralone McKinneysaidthisisbecausewe
havesomegreatinstructors Ourbirthdaypartieshavegrown andareheldonweekends We
have41campersscheduledforsummercampfor250totalcamperweeksat 120perweek
McKinneysaidwearealreadyat 35000incomeandwebudgetedfor 36000 soweshouldbe
overonthatbudgetedlineitem Colveraskedaboutthebusforthecampprogram McKinney
saidwehave15drivers interestedindrivingbutthebusstillisntadonedeal McKinneysaid
theschooldistrictistellingmetheycanfinalizethebuspurchaseinearlyMay Smithaskedif
welookedintoadvertisingonthebus McKinneysaidheswaitinguntilwehaveownershipof
thebus McKinneysaidtherearefivepeople thathavemadeadepositfortheafterschool
programinthefallsowewillbeclosetothemaximumamountof20participants Smithasked
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ifwewanttogrowthatprogram McKinneysaidatthistimeImreluctanttoletitgettoobig
too fast McKinneysaidhesafirmbelievertomakesuretheprogramisperfectedbefore
expanding plusitwillrequireadditionalstaff etc McKinneysaidrightnowweareconfinedto
PalmerSchoolstudentsonly McKinneysaidwehavesomeverytalentedstaffatthecenter that
aregreatatwhattheydoandweareluckytohavethem SmithaskedMcKinneytogenerate
somenumbersforhimdemonstratingtheamountofrevenuethecentercouldmakeiftheycould
rentoutthewrestlingroomthattheAthleticAssociationusesduringprimeseason Smithsaid it
mayhelpdeterminewhetherawrestlingroomatthefieldhousewouldbe worthwhilelooking
into McKinneysaidhedoesntthinkthatroomwouldbeasignificantrevenuegenerator Ifit
wasagymitwouldbetotallydifferent wecouldrentoutfivegyms duringthattimeofyear
ColversaidtheBIPprojectfromtheirgolfoutingthisyearislookingtobuilda paviliononthe
oldCampbellsiteatthecenter McKinneysaidthatwillbegreat

5 WASTECONTRACTDISCUSSION

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoreviewoptionsanddecidehowtheywanttoproceedregardingthe
nexthaulingcontract

DISCUSSION

Colversaidhe wouldsuggestexercisingtheoneyearextensionoftheexistingcontract
TheBoardagreed Lammisaidtheonethingweneedtotalkaboutinthenearfutureiswhat we
wanttodowhenwegooutforournextcontract Thebigissuelasttimewasthetoterversus
nontoteroption Lammisaidifwedecidetogowitha toterprogramweneedtimetoeducate
theresidents Lammi saidSouthWhitehallTownshipusesthetoterprogram andtheyareabout
thesamesize wearewiththesameamountofpickups sowecancompareourselvestothem
Colversaidtheoneyearextensionwilltakeusoutto2013 Anckaitissaidearlynextyearyou
willneedtogiveguidancetotheEnvironmental SteeringCommitteeaboutwhatyouwanttodo
withthenextcontract ColversuggestedtheBoardtableamotiononthisitemsothesolicitor
canreview thewordinginthecontract regardingrequestingtheoneyearextension

6 POLICEPENSIONCOSTOFLIVINGINCREASE

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprovedisapprovetheproposed1 COLAincreasefor2010

DISCUSSION

Anckaitissaidthiswasdiscussed earlier thisyearanditwassuggestedtoconsidera1
colaincreasependinganactuarialstudytothepoliceretireesfor2010 Thestudyindicateda1
increasewouldcosttheplan 32650anditwouldall beincurredintheyear2013 Anckaitis
saidsincewehavenowreceivedthecostimpactthroughtheactuarialstudy theBoardneedsto
determineiftheywanttoapprovethe1 colaincreasebasedon theimpacttotheplan
Anckaitissaidthe1 ayearincreaseamountsto 28286but whenyoucompounditoverthe
yearsitwillcost 32650 Mitchellsaiditusedtobepaidovera10 yearperiod Anckaitissaid
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thatiscorrectbutthelawchangenowmakesusincurtheimpactinjustoneyear Lammisaid
thenewspaperthismorningtalkedabouttheschooldistrictpensionissues Lammisaidpeople
receivingpensionstypicallydontgetanyincreasesexcepttotheirsocialsecurityand thisyear
socialsecuritydidntgiveanyincreases Lammisaidhe hasahardtimejustifyingtheincrease
thisyear Colveraskedifitwillcontinuetocomeupeveryyear Anckaitissaidwhenhefirst
startedwiththetownshipthePensionBoardwasrecommending3 cola increaseseveryother
yearand thenitwasdeterminedtogivea15 colaincreaseeveryyear Mitchellsaidasweadd
moreretirees itdrivesupthecosts ChiefFretzsaidtokeepinmindthattheseretireesdonot
receivesocialsecurity Colversaidthisnumberiswayabovewhatwewere anticipating
Lammisaidintodayseconomy Idontthinkwecanjustifythis

OnmotionbyMitchell secondedbyLammi andagreedbyall theBoarddeniedthe1
colaincreaseforpoliceretireesin2010based ontheunfavorableactuarial studythatnotedacost
of 32650fortheincrease

7 CITYOFEASTON EASEMENTAGREEMENT

INFORMATION

TheBoardneeds toapprovedisapprove theeasementagreement

DISCUSSION
thAnckaitissaidtheCityofEastonappliedforagranttocleanupSouth10 Streetwhere

dumpinghadbeengoingonformanyyears Thetrashendsupatthebottomofthehillon
townshippropertybytherailroadpath Eastonadministeredeverythingrelatedtothegrantbut
theyneedustosignofftoallowthecontractortogoonourpropertytocleanitup Anckaitis
saidheforwardedtheagreement tooursolicitorforreview

OnmotionbyLammi secondedbyMitchell andagreedbyall theBoardapprovedthe
CityofEaston easementagreement

8 CITYOFBETHLEHEMBEARCATAGREEMENT

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoapprovedisapprovetheBearcatIndemnityAgreementand
EmergencyServicesVehicleLeasewith theCityofBethlehem

DISCUSSION

BrunosaidhehasworkedwiththeCityofBethlehemforsometimetogetthisagreement
inaform tosign TheBearcatisanemergencyservicesvehiclethatPalmerTownshipdoesnt
have Fretzsaiditisatacticalvehicle Fretzsaidanothervehicleisbeingpurchasedbythe
NortheasternRegionalTaskForce Fretzsaidthetaskforcecannotownthevehicles The
vehicleswereassignedtotheCityofBethlehemandScranton Fretzsaidtwoofourofficers
havebeen trainedonhowtodriveit Fretzsaidinthelastyearwewouldhave usedthevehicle
maybetwoorthreetimes Colveraskedifwehavethenecessaryinsurancecoverageandifnot
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whattheadditionalcostwillbe ColveraskedtheTownshipManagertoconfirmtheinsurance
coverageandgetback totheBoard Action wastableduntiltheinsuranceinformationcanbe
verified

9 BURROWESSTREETSANITARYSEWEREXTENSION

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoinformthePTMSAofanypossibleconcernsrelatedtothescheduled
project

DISCUSSION

DirectorofPublicUtilities PaulHosking introducedAttorneyGoudsouzianasthenew
solicitorforthePalmerTownshipMunicipalSewerAuthority PTMSA HoskingsaidAttorney
Smithhasretired ChairmanofthePTMSA WilliamSmolowaskedifthetownshipknewwhen
CharlesSmithstartedasattorneytotheauthority Hoskingsaidtheauthoritysealsays1964and
hethoughtAttorneySmithwasonboardthen Hoskingsaidthesewerauthorityhasauthorized
GannettFlemingtodoafeasibilitystudyontheBurrowesStreetproject Wehavea goodideait
willhavetobeapumptypesystem howeveritisalittleprematuretoknowforsure Smolow
saidpropertyownersonBurroweshavehadproblemsandhaverequested thehookup Smolow
saiditwillserveeightproperties Colveraskedwhatisinvolvedinmandatingalleightpeople
hookup Hoskingsaidaccordingtothetownshipcodetheyarerequiredtohookup Smolow
saidwebelievethetownshipcouldmakeexceptionstothehookuprequirement ifnecessary
Lammiaskedifitwouldcost 30000perhookup Smolowsaidwedetermineafairmarket cost
fortheresidents Smolowsaidwehaveneverchargedthefullcosttoapropertyowner Smolow
saidthelastprojecttheydidthesewerauthoritychargedthehomeownerapproximately 4000
andtheresidentsaregivenfive yearstopayit Colversaidthe 4000fee isfortheconnection
andthentheresidentshavetopayacontractortomaketheconnection Colveraskedhowmany
residentsareaffectedontheHaymontDrive project Hoskingsaidanother16or18 Smolow
saidsincedevelopershaveaddedtothelinesovertheyearsitmakesthisprojectfeasibleforus
todonow Yearsagothatwasnotthecase Colversaidhethinksinbothinstancesitisworth
seeingwhatthestudyreveals Hoskingsaidthereisnothingthatsayswehavetogoaheadwith
theprojectafterweseethestudies Noformalactionneeds tobe takenbytheBoardtonight

10 HAYMONTDRIVESANITARYSEWEREXTENSION

INFORMATION

TheBoardneedstoinformthePTMSAofanypossibleconcernsrelatedtothescheduled
project

DISCUSSION

Colversaidthisisprettymuchthesame asthelastitem Colversaidinbothinstanceshe
wouldsaychargeonandgettheengineeringworkdone Thenwecanseewhatthecostswillbe
associatedwithbothprojects NoformalactionneedstobetakenbytheBoardtonight
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11 PUBLICCOMMENT

EastonHighSchool studentBriannaMBarbierowasinattendanceforaschoolproject
andsaidsherecentlyreceivedaproclamationfromtheBoardonattaining herGirlScoutGold
Award BarbierothankedtheBoardfortheproclamation

12 REPORTS

Solicitor
Brunohadthreelitigationitemsforexecutivesession

Manager
Anckaitishadtwopersonnelitemsforexecutivesession
AnckaitissaidtheSuperintendentofPublicServicesandUtilitieswouldliketo
purchasea 135000dumptruckwithliquidfuelsfunds Hesstartingtogetinto
somemajorrepairproblemsandfeelsthiswouldbea goodyear topurchase thetruck
Anckaitissaiditwasnota budgeteditemthis year Onmotion byLammi seconded
bySmith andagreedbyall theBoardapprovedthepurchaseofthedumptruckusing
liquidfuelsfunds
AnckaitissaidwereceivedaletterfromNorthamptonCounty statingtheyreceivedan
allocationfromthefederalgovernment of 6929000inRecoveryZoneEconomic
DevelopmentBonds Projectsincludepublicfacilitiesandourpublicworksbuilding
wouldfallintothatcategory AnckaitissaidthedeadlinetonotifytheCountyifwe

thareinterested isApril15 Anckaitissaidthedifference betweenthisandabondis
45 oftheinterestwouldbereimbursedbythegovernment Anckaitissaidhespoke
tothetownshipFinancialAdvisor GaryPulcini andhesaidtherearesomany
catchestotheseandthere isnoguaranteethefederalgovernmentwillcontinuethe
45 interestforthelifeofthebond TherearealotofquestionsPulcinisuggestswe
asktheCountybeforeafinaldecisionismade Pulcinisaidhisguessisforoneto
oneandahalfmilliondollarsanditmaynotbeworththeriskbecausethesavings
maynotbethatgreat Pulcinisuggestedwetellthecountyweareinterestedandhe
willgetustheproperquestionsthatwewant toaskthembeforemakingafinal
decision TheBoardagreedtonotifythecountyofourinterest
AnckaitissaidthetreevitalizationprojectattheChrinCommunityCenterwentvery
wellonSaturday AnckaitiscommendedTomAdamswhoputinan awfullotof
worktogettheprojectdone Tomdida greatjobgettingusthatgrant Lammisaid
whenhewasthereinthemorningthere wereabout100peoplethatplanted79trees
withourpublicworksandparksdepartments Colveraskedaboutthetreesremaining
intheparkinglotareaofthecenter AdamsinformedtheBoardwheretheremaining
treeswillbeplacedinthetownship

PublicServicesDirector
AdamssaidthecontractorwantstostartthefenceattheFoxRundevelopmentby the
soccerfields Adamssaidthecostwillbe 16500 Adamssaidhewantedtoknowif
weshouldputthefenceupnoworsavethemoneysince wearenotsurewhattypeof
facilitywewantinthatarea Smithsaidherecommendedweholdoffuntilweknow
forsurewhatwewillusethefieldsfor TheBoardagreed
Adamssaideveryoneinvolvedinthetreevitalizationprogramdidagreatjob
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PoliceChief
Fretzsaidourofficersworkingthemidnightshifthavedoneagreatjob arresting
individualsthatwerebreakingintovehiclesandstealingitems Fretzsaiditsolved
crimesinourmunicipalityaswellasothers

OnmotionbyMitchell secondedbySmith andagreedbyall themeetingwasadjourned
at825pm with threelitigationandtwopersonnel itemsforexecutivesession

Respectfullysubmitted

RobertG Anckaitis
TownshipManager


