
PALMERTOWNSHIPENVIRONMENTALSTEERINGCOMMITTEEMEETING
September 25, 2018, 6:30PM

Minutes

1. ROLLCALLANDINTRODUCTION OFGUESTS - Themeeting wascalledtoorderat6:30pm. In
attendance wereTomDittmar, NancyNicholas, RobReese, KenStarace, CindyOatis, andguests
BridgetSalantriandDaveBaxter.   

2. MEETING MINUTES – AreviewoftheAugustmeetingminuteswasnecessary toclarifyafewitems.  
Minuteswillbeformalized andsubmitted forapprovalatthenextESCmeeting.   

3. OLDBUSINESS
A. BridgetSalantriupdatedthecommittee regarding herworkontheatrazinepresentation and

provided thecommittee withadraftherpresentation.  Reeseindicated thattheEaston
Suburban WaterAuthority informedhimthatalthoughitdoesnottestforatrazine, its
filtrationprocessremoves itfromthewaterbeforeitcouldpresentaproblemtoour
residents. WhetherornotAmericanWaterfiltrationwouldremovethesetypesofchemicals
isunknown. Reesefurther indicated thattherewasapossibility thatLafayetteandothers
maybeworkingonthisissue. Oatis indicated thatthepresentation shouldbebetween5and
10minutesandthenallowforquestions. Thecommittee shouldhavespecific
recommendations andrequests – i.e. timeofyear, locations, andapricequoteforthecostof
thetesting. Shealsoindicated thatthecommittee’spositionandrequestswouldcarrymore
weightifthisinitiativewerepartneredwithothersinthefieldsuchasEastonSuburban,  
BushkillStreamConservancy, Lafayette College, ortheConservation District.   

4. REPORTS
A. Oatisaddressed severalquestions ReeseandStaraceraisedduringtheAugustmeetingas

follows:  
i. Allrecyclingandyardwastecentersnationwide experience contamination.  Palmer’s

centershavehadminimalamountsovertheyears. However, inJuly, theTownship
wasmadeawareofdeliberate contamination attemptsbyout-of-townresidents.    

ii. PAAct101requires thatallreported recyclables mustbefromresidentsand
businesses withintheTownshipboundaries. Whilethishasbeenthecasesincethe
inceptionofthislaw, theTownship feltitnecessary tomakeaverypublicstatement
toremindallthatourrecyclingcentersareforPalmerresidentsandbusinesses only,  
thatidentification willberequiredonceweareabletohireadditional staffing, and
furtherstepswillbetakentoaddresscontamination prevention atthecenters.  

iii. TheTownship’srecyclingprocessor beganprovidinguswithrecyclingcentersand
curbsidecartcontamination ratesaspartoftheirrecyclingauditprogram.   

iv. WithrespecttoReese’sconcernoverrecycling revenue, Oatisinformed the
committee thattherecurrently isn’tanyrevenuetolose. Thisistheresultofthe
seriousrepercussions ofChina’s “NationalSword.” Inthepast, approximately 92% of
USrecyclableswenttoChinaforprocessing. Thisactionessentially stoppedallbut
themostpurerecyclables fromenteringChina. Consequently, overthelastyear
recyclingpriceshavedroppeddramatically andmostrecently thecostofprocessing
recyclables asrisentobetween $55and $124perton.  Whilemunicipalities,  
businesses, haulers, andresidentsonsubscription serviceshavehadtobearthese
dramaticcostincreases, PalmerTownship residents, havenot.  Thisisaresultofthe



wayinwhichPalmer’slastrecycling contractwaswritten. Asfarasyardwaste
revenue, Palmerbelieves thattominimaltomoderate asitishardtoquantify.   

v. Palmerhasbeentakingstepstoupdatesignageandoureducational materials
accordingly. Thenewsletterwasthefirstofmanycomprehensive educational
materials thatwillbeaddressing theproblemsofcontamination bothatourcenters
andinourcurbside recyclingcollection.  

vi. TheTownship hasbeenworkingtohireanadditional attendant forbothcentersfor
manymonths. Locksattheyardwastecenterwerechangedsometimeago, butif
residentsareseeinganyoneentertherecyclingcenter, theyshouldcallthepolice
promptly. Ournewrecyclingcenterwillhavesubstantial cameras.   

vii. Oatisisunawareofanytypeof “permit” attheRecycling Center.   
5. NEXTMEETING:  October24 , 2018

A. ADJOURNMENT - Dittmarmadeamotiontoadjourn, secondedbyStaraceandapprovedby
all.   

Submitted byC. Oatis


