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WHAT IS A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN?

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• It is a planning initiative that differs from a zoning ordinance in that it is adopted as 
a resolution rather than as an ordinance or law. The comprehensive plan serves as 
preparation for action, whereas the zoning ordinance is a legal instrument that is used 
to implement regulations and provisions that are consistent with the principles of the 
adopted comprehensive plan. 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•  

 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•  

Fiscal 
Performance

Residential 
Amenities

Land Use 
& Housing

Natural 
Resources

Historical 
Resources

Trans-
portation

Energy Demographics
Public
Safety

Concerns

Educational 
Opportunities

Infrastructure
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•

• 

•  

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Vision
Overview
The community’s housing stock, vibrant business settings, active citizens and committed 
community leaders are all attributes that contribute to Palmer Township’s long-term 
sustainability.  The area’s wealth of civic and educational resources provides a foundation 
for maintaining a high quality of life that residents have come to know.

Many components of change currently impact the community.  The primary purposes 

formulate strategies that will address, leverage and forge implementation efforts. The 
community’s challenges can undoubtedly be transformed to opportunities. 

through collaboration among community leaders, Township departments, local institutions 
and businesses, residents, regional stakeholders and agencies of the Commonwealth.  In 
planning through the lens of tomorrow’s Palmer, the community can ensure its successes 
continue in the decades ahead.
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A. LAND USE AND HOUSING
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B. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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C. TRANSPORTATION/MOBILITY

D. RECREATION

E. NATURAL SYSTEMS AND OPEN SPACE
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F. CIVIC APPRECIATION

G. MUNICIPAL SERVICES 
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Community Survey 
Key Take-Aways 

RESPONDENTS EXPRESSED:

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5.  

...AND THEIR FOCUS FOR PALMER’S FUTURE IS ON:

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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When Goals Lead to Actions

GOALS

1. 

2. 

3.  

THESE LEAD TO OBJECTIVES

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5.  

THESE LEAD TO RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5.  
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Goals
A. LAND USE AND HOUSING

1.  

2.  

3. 

B. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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C. TRANSPORTATION/MOBILITY

 
D. RECREATION 

E. NATURAL SYSTEMS AND OPEN SPACE

1. 

F. CIVIC APPRECIATION AND MUNICIPAL SERVICES

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
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Action 
Overview

level.  
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A

B

C

D

Recommendations
LAND USE

 
A – Freemansburg
B – William Penn 
C – Northwood
D – 33

 

1. 
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ZONING OVERLAYS

R

1. Overlays 
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Freemansburg Avenue Overlay

Recommendation: Develop a Freemansburg Avenue Overlay  
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Recommendation: Create the Eastern Gateway Overlay
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Recommendation: Amend the William Penn Overlay
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Greenway/Watershed Overlay Concept with Connector Trails

Recommendation: Amend the Nazareth Overlay

Recommendation: Create a Riparian Overlay 
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Recommendation: Complete a Zoning Audit 

Recommendation: Expand the Township’s trail network 
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Example: Multi-use Utility Corridor - Potential Connector Trail Easement Option

Example:  Greenway/Watershed Overlay Concept with Connector Trails
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TRANSPORTATION

 Recommendation: Create a task force with Township representatives, PennDOT representatives 
and key community members to begin discussing the intersection.
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 Recommendation: Detailed evaluation of the operations of this intersection. This would 

intersection improvements.

 Recommendation: The Township should conduct a local-lead study of these intersections to 
determine needs and potential safety enhancements. 

 Recommendation: Prepare a detailed evaluation of the operations of the intersection. 

implement the proposed intersection improvements. 

 Recommendation: The Township should complete detailed studies and establish a plan to 

• North/south connection (near western border of Palmer Township) between Lehigh River 
and proposed trail near Hartley Avenue.

• North South connection between Charles Chrinn Community Center and Palmer 
Township Community Pool.

• Pedestrian link(s) along Rt. 248 (Nazareth).

residential arterial corridors to help promote alternative modes of transportation, as well as
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CONNECTION STATUS MAP

R
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CONNECTION TYPE MAP

R
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN MAP
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Regional Relationships
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REGIONAL CONTEXT MAP
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Land Use 
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EXISTING ZONING MAP
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Transportation 
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1. Route 22, Route 248 & 25th Street Interchange

2. Northampton Street & Greenwood Avenue Intersection 
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3. Tatamy Road & Newlins Mill Road and Tatamy Road & Corriere Road Intersections 

4. Rt. 248 & Old Nazareth Road / Park Avenue 

5. Pedestrian/Bicycle Access to Major Destination within the Township 
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Community Input
RESIDENTS:

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

SATISFIED 
49.9%

VERY SATISFIED 
32.2%

NEUTRAL
8.5%

DISSATISFIED
7.5%

VERY DISSATISFIED
2.0%

REASONS #1 REASON #2 REASON #3 REASON OVERALL
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SERVICES SATISFIED NEUTRAL DISSATISFIED

74.3% 18.8%

79.8% 13.4%

56.5% 34.5%

51.0% 39.0%

78.4% 17.7%

42.4% 52.7%

38.0% 36.4%
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ONE TO THREE 
TIMES A MONTH

23.6%

AT LEAST THREE 
TIMES A WEEK

22.9%

I/WE DO NOT USE 
SIDEWALKS/TRAILS

18.2%

ONCE OR 
TWICE A WEEK

15.6%THREE TIMES OR 
LESS A YEAR

12.2%

FOUR TO TWELVE 
TIMES A YEAR

7.5%

DESTINATIONS # 1 # 2 # 3 OVERALL
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Township 
NEWSLETTER

26.0%

Township WEBSITE
21.4%

RADIO
1.0%

TWITTER
1.9%

NEWSPAPER
5.4%

FACEBOOK
23.2%

Township E-BLAST/REAL- 
TIME DIGITAL MESSAGES

21.1%

EXCESSIVE BACK-UPS AT SIGNALS 19.9%

HIGH SPEEDS ON MAJOR ROADS 9.2%

TROUBLE ENTERING/EXITING RESIDENTIAL STREETS FROM/ONTO MAJOR ROADS 10.8%

CUT-THROUGH TRAFFIC AND/OR HIGH SPEEDS ON RESIDENTIAL STREETS 19.3%

LACK OF ACCESS TO PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 4.2%

LACK OF PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE ACCESS TO MAJOR Township DESTINATIONS 8.7%

UNSAFE INTERSECTIONS THAT REQUIRE TRAFFIC CONTROL/GEOMETRIC IMPROVEMENTS 17.2%

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 10.8%
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NEEDS
MEETS 
NEEDS 
TODAY

DOES NOT 
MEET

 NEEDS 
TODAY

ANTICIPATED 
TO MEET 

NEEDS IN 5-10 
YEARS

ANTICIPATED 
TO NOT MEET 
NEEDS IN 5-10 

YEARS

 VARIETY 

 AFFORDABILITY

A - NORTHERN 
34.1%

C - SOUTHERN 
32.6%

B - CENTRAL
32.9%
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1 - 10 YEARS
35.6%

LESS THAN 
ONE YEAR

2.4%

11 - 20 YEARS
29.8%

21 - 30 YEARS
14.4%

41+ YEARS
11.3%

31 - 40YEARS 
6.5%

LEVEL OF SATISFACTION

YEARS LIVED IN TOWNSHIP

< 1 
YEAR YEARS YEARS YEARS

31 - 40 
YEARS

41+ 
YEARS
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HOW LONG YOU HAVE 
LIVED IN THE TOWNSHIP
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NEEDS

YEARS LIVED IN THE TOWNSHIP

< 1 year
years years years

31 - 40 
years

41+ 
years

VARIETY

AFFORDABILITY
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AREA IN TOWNSHIP

YEARS LIVED IN TOWNSHIP

< 1 
YEAR YEARS YEARS YEARS

31 - 40 
YEARS

41+ 
YEARS
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• 

• 

• 
 

TRANSPORTATION ISSUES NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH
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ANSWERED “DISSATISFIED” WITH 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

ANSWERED “VERY DISSATISFIED” WITH 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

SATISFIED
58%

VERY SATISFIED
11%

NEUTRAL
12%

VERY 
DISSATISFIED

2%

DISSATISFIED
17%

VERY SATISFIED
4%

SATISFIED
23%

NEUTRAL
17%DISSATISFIED

39%

VERY 
DISSATISFIED

17%
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• 

• 

• 

TRANSPORTATION ISSUES DISSATISFIED
VERY 

DISSATISFIED
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Benchmarking

PURPOSE

The purpose of the Comprehensive Plan’s benchmarking component is to: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

METHODOLOGY

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Palmer. 
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COMMUNITY COMPARISONS

1. 1. 20,691 Palmer Residents 

2. 45.2 Years of Age (Palmer Township Median) 

3. $239,800 Palmer Township Median Housing Value (2010) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. $216 Palmer Township Spending on Police per Capita 
With the exception of Lower Macungie, each comparison municipality expends the 
greatest portion of its budget to public safety.  
 
 
 

Palmer Township

Palmer Township

Palmer Township

Palmer Township
York Township

<

<

<

<

>

>

>

>
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5. $56 Palmer Township Spending per Capita
Palmer Township effectively allocates and spends resources for public works services.  

6. $58 Palmer Township Spending per Capita 
Investments in recreation are a source of pride and identity in Palmer Township.  

7. $0.09 Municipal Tax Revenue per $1.00

Palmer Township

Palmer Township

Palmer Township

<

<

<

>

>

>
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CONNECTIVITY MAP
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LANDFORM AND WATERSHED MAP



APPENDIX 

Fire Department North End Response Activity 
January 1, 2016-Spetember 22, 2017 

Motor Vehicle Accidents = 41 (this includes Main Street and Route 33 at the ramps only) 

Fire Alarm Activations = 15 (this includes only alarm system activations within the buildings) 

Vehicle Fires = 6 (this includes vehicle fires on Main Street, Route 33 ramps, Van Buren Road to 
Hollo Road, and on the properties/parking lots) 

Fires = 3 (this includes fires inside the structures and outside; excluding vehicle fires) 

Rescues = 2 (these two rescue calls were persons trapped in vehicles from power line strikes – 
construction site) 

Wire Down Calls = 2 (these include power lines that were downed from storms) 

Hazardous Materials Calls = 6 (this includes spills on highway at the interchange/Main Street and 
on properties and natural gas leaks inside the buildings) 

Total 2017 calls (to September 22, 2017) to the North end = 34 

Total 2016 calls to North end = 41 

In particular, the Fire Department has responded to: 

Amazon = 12 calls 
1611 Van Buren = 4 calls (still under construction) 
1620 Van Buren = 1 call (still under construction) 
 XPO Logistics = 6 calls 

Please note that this analysis only includes the Main Street zone, it’s properties to Hollo Road/Van 
Buren Road intersection.  There has been other incidents South of the Hollo Road/Van Buren Road 
as well as on Tatamy Road as a result of North end development.  For example, there have been 
motor vehicle accidents involving employees of Amazon, XPO, and FedEx that occurred on Tatamy 
Road; Nazareth Road @ Van Buren Road; Van Buren Road @ Northwood Avenue; Nazareth Road @ 
Northwood Avenue; Main Street to Upper Nazareth border.  Additionally, motor vehicle accidents 
involving tractor trailers traveling to North end have occurred on Route 33 and Route 22 that are 
not included in this analysis. 

To put into perspective, in 2015, total call volume up to end of September was 461; in 2016, total call 
volume up to end of September was 495; and for 2017 currently at total call volume of 586 with one 
week remaining in September. 

Total calls from 2015 = 641 (AVG. 53 month) 
Total calls from 2016 = 708 (10% increase from 2015; AVG. 59 month) 

** Call volume has increased 16% for 2017 (Total 2016 vs. January 2017 to September 22, 2017).  2017 is 
an average of 65 calls a month so far. 



APPENDIX 

Police Department North End Calls 
August 28, 2015-Spetember 22, 2017 

AMAZON XPO
11/24/15 -9/22/17 8/28/15 - 9/22/17

TYPE OF CALL AMOUNT AMOUNT

Fire Alarm 9 2
Assistance 7 5
Information 6 5
Aggravated Assault 1 1
911 Hang Up 14 10
Check Welfare 2 0
Hazardous Materials 1 1
Non-reportable MVA 8 2
Unwanted Person 1 2
Parking 4 11
Disturbance 3 4
Found Property 1 0
VCN/Megan's Law 1 1
Stolen Vehicle 1 0
Property Damage 2 0
Theft 2 8
Animal Related 1 0
Fire Call 1 2
Lost Property 1 1
Entry Alarm 0 8
Calls for Service 0 1
Suspicious Activity 0 2
Civil Matters 0 1
Simple Assault 0 2
Terroristic Threats 0 1
Criminal Mischief/Vandalism 0 1
Abandoned Vehicle 0 1
Identity Theft 0 1
Suspicious Vehicle 0 1

TOTAL 66 74

2008 5
2009 9
2010 6
2011 4
2012 11
2013 3
2014 2
2015 9
2016 18

2017 (9/26) 15

MAIN STREET MVA'S

Filename: Northern End Statistics
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