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History 

Communicate local historical &
cultural significance

Connection
Demonstrate exemplary accessibility,

support trail system changes

Activity

Update facilities, 

multi-user recreation experience

Communicate

Support
Enhance

Ecology

Protect habitat &

enhance resilience

Hydrology

Mitigate flooding

Protect & Restore
Create Resilient
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Project Goals

To review Analysis & Initial Planning ideas, visit: 
www.palmertwp.com/bushkill-creek-greenway.html



•	 Mill Race Park & Tot Lot                 
•	 Penn’s Grant Open Space
•	 Two Fool's Island (Potential Future Acquisition)
•	 Keystone Park
•	 Penn Pump Park & Potential Future Open Space at Northwood Ave
•	 Binney & Smith Preserve (Binney & Smith Open Space)
•	 Hillcrest Open Space & Tot Lot
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Bushkill Creek Greenway
What parcels are included? 
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Recreational Resources
Amenities & Programming

LEGEND:
•	 Hiking / Walking Trails

•	 Play Areas

•	 Live Music 

•	 Picnicking Areas

•	 Baseball Fields

•	 Basketball Courts

•	 Disc Golf Courses

•	 Football Fields

•	 Soccer / Multi-use Fields

•	 Tennis / Pickleball Courts

•	 Volleyball Courts

•	 Water Access Areas

•	 Waterfowl Observation Area

•	 Gray Icon: Recreational Resource Not Within Scope



Root-stabilized 
stream bank

Woody debris log jam

Riffles

Point bar & alluvial deposit

Thalweg (lowest 
point of stream)

Pools

Terrace

Riparian buffer

Upland forest & understory

Forested Riparian buffer

Cut bank

Stream 
access

Stre
am Run

Stream Run

Riparian 
forests shade 
& cool water

Shaded 
pools provide 
optimal fish 

habitat
Planting within 

the riparian 
landscape 
enhances 

infiltration as well 
as water quality 
for stormwater 

runoff
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Ecology + Activity
Supercharge ecological restoration 

to enhance habitat, water quality 
flood mitigation, while at the same 

time supercharging spaces for people 
along the Creek for recreation. 
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Q10: How important is it to you for Palmer 
Township to invest in ecological restoration 
and conservation of natural lands?
398 total responses (54 skipped)

Very Important
All responses

Somewhat Important

Not at All Important

75.88% (302)

20.85% (83)

3.27% (13)

Q11: How important is it to you for Palmer 
Township to plan for potential impacts of 
climate change (such as flooding, habitat loss, 
extreme heat, etc)?
397 total responses (55 skipped)

Very Important
All responses

Somewhat Important

Not at All Important

74.06% (294)

17.38% (69)

8.56% (34)

Q9: To enhance ecology, what should be add-
ed or improved in the Bushkill Creek Green-
way? Choose up to 3.
378 total responses (74 skipped)

Biodiversity & restored wildlife habitat
All responses

Enhanced fishing spots along the creek bank

Edible food forests

Enhanced mussel & waterfowl habitat

Invasive plant removal / management

Reduced lawns, and more native wildflowers

Native planting restoration & pollinator gardens

Riparian edge buffer planting for water quality

Other (please specify)

Rain barrels & reclaimed water use

Rain gardens & infiltration zones

60.58% (229)

30.42% (115)

13.49% (51)

17.46% (66)

56.36% (213)

39.15% (148)

59.26% (224)

38.36% (145)

6.35% (24)

17.72% (67)

20.9% (79)

Ecology + Activity
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REGIONAL TRAIL NETWORKS:
•	 9/11 National Memorial Trail (1,500 miles)
•	 D&L Trail (140 miles)
•	 Delaware River Water Trail (200 miles)
•	 Forks Township Recreation Trail (2 miles)
•	 Karl Stirner Arts Trail (2.2 miles)
•	 Lehigh River Water Trail (75 miles)
•	 Palmer Township Trail Network (1.4 miles) 
•	 Plainfield Township Recreation Trail (6.7 miles)
•	 South Bethlehem Greenway (2.4 miles)
•	 Stockertown Rail Trail (1 mile)
•	 Tatamy Trail (0.25 miles)
•	 Two Rivers Trailway (20 miles)
•	 The LINK Trail Network (125 miles)

EXISTING TRAILS INCLUDED IN THIS STUDY:
•	 Palmer Bikeway (3.0 miles)
•	 Schoeneck Creek Trail A.K.A. Penn's Grant Path (0.7 miles)

ADJACENT PARK TRAILS:
•	 Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center Trails (19.7 miles)
•	 Louise W. Moore County Park Trails (2.7 miles)
•	 Marlton Wildlife Sanctuary Trails (4.2 miles)

REGIONAL TRAIL NETWORK GAPS:
•	 Between Tatamy Trail & Stockertown Rail Trail
•	 Between Schoeneck Creek Trail & Trail at Fox Run Open Space
•	 Between Palmer Bikeway & KSAT at 13th Street
•	 Between KSAT & D&L Trail through the City of Easton

Regional Context
Trail networks
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Survey No. 1,  Select  responses related 
to trails

Q7: To enhance amenities & safety, 
which elements should be improved or 
added to the Bushkill Creek Greenway? 
Choose up to 3.
396 total responses (56 skipped)

Water fountains & bottle-filling stations / 52.78% (209)

Dog-friendly spaces / 25.25% (100)

Shade / 18.94% (75)

Public restrooms / 57.07% (226)

Seating / 26.01% (103)

Bike repair stands and pumps / 18.94% (75)

Signage / 42.17% (167)

Better safety & security measures / 21.97% (87)

Public art / 14.9% (59)
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Bushkill Creek Greenway
Trail Amenities



Q6: To enhance visitation, which offerings 
should be added to the Bushkill Creek Gre-
enway? Choose up to 3.
176 Palmer Township responses (11 skipped)

Q7: To enhance amenities & safety, which 
elements should be improved or added to 
the Bushkill Creek Greenway? Choose up to 
3.
396 total responses (56 skipped)

Public restrooms
57.07% (226)

Signage (historic, plants, educational, wayfinding, etc.)

Water fountains & bottle-filling stations
42.17% (167)

52.78% (209)
Foraging & plant identification walks

Play, Nature-based
34.85% (138)

27.02% (107)

Ecological education (trout, mussels, bird-watching, etc.)
39.9% (158)

All responses All responses
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Survey #1 Results
May 17, 2025-June 22, 2025



All responses

Fitness stations & walking loops

Pickleball courts

Spectator seating

64.16% (188)

18.43% (54)

19.8% (58)

Biodiversity & restored wildlife habitat

All responses

Invasive plant removal / management

Native planting restoration & pollinator gardens

60.58% (229)

56.36% (213)

59.26% (224)

Q9: To enhance ecology, what should be 
added or improved in the Bushkill Creek 
Greenway? Choose up to 3.
378 total responses (74 skipped)

Q8: To enhance sports & fitness, which rec-
reational elements should be improved or 
added to the Bushkill Creek Greenway? 
Choose up to 3.
293 total responses (159 skipped)
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Survey #1 Results
May 17, 2025-June 22, 2025
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SP SL

SL

SL

SL

SW

SW

CL

CL

CL

CL

Mapping existing play options

SP

SL

SE

RO

SW WA

CL

FI

Competitive Play (Sports) [Sensory / Exploration Play]

[Water Play]

[Spinning / Rotating Play]

[Fitness / Adult Play]

Swinging Play

Climbing / Balancing Play

Sliding Play

Play Richness Analysis

HILLCREST
TOT LOT

PLAY AREA @ 
MILL RACE PARK

PLAY AREA @ 
PENN PUMP PARK

MILL RACE 
TOT LOT



Play & Wellness
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1

1

Soccer field after a heavy rain, 2019
Image courtesy of Dave Dumpel

2

2

Soccer Field after flooding at 
elevation ~296, 2020
Image courtesy of Dave Dumpel

Property Line

100-yr Flood

500-yr Flood

GPU Easement

Sanitary 
Easement

History

Connection

Activity

Ecology

Hydrology

Creek Access

Goose Use

60x100 yard field

55 x 80 yard field

35 x 55 yard field

Sledding hill

Enhanced creek buffer

Steep slopes >25%

Flooding prevents soccer field use

Recent ecological restoration

Recent ecological restoration

No trailhead amenities / signage

Outdated non-ADA 
bathrooms

No ADA access

Bioretention area 12.5% 
slope

Court surface needs repair

+ 355'

+ 300'

+ 295'

+ 290'

Villages at 
Mill Race

13

Mill Race Park & Tot Lot
Analysis
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Stormwater Management
Design Strategy

Berm

Low point

Lawn for 
recreation 

and spectator 
seating

Drainage from field

Subdrainage below  field



SPORTS IMPROVEMENTS NATURAL PLAY & SLOPES"FILL" & BERMS"CUT" AND WETLANDS ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION

15

Mill Race Park & Tot Lot
Precedents



1" = 80'

Sports Field
50 X 100 Yards

Berm

Berm

Proposed 
Play

Proposed 
Play

Sports Field
50 X 80 Yards

Sports Field
50 X 100 Yards

Existing 
Detention Basin

Entry Meadow

Pickleball

Additional Parking
27 spaces

Pavilion ADA accessible 
bathrooms and 

storage

Continued 
enhancement 

of riparian 
buffer

Convert lawn to 
meadow

Convert lawn to 
meadow
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Mill Race Park & Tot Lot
Concept 1

Property Line

100-yr Flood

500-yr Flood

GPU
Easement

Sewer 
Easement

Power 
Easement

Existing 
Ecological 
Restoration

Proposed 
Ecological 
Restoration

Rain Garden

Existing Tree

Proposed 
Tree

Proposed 
Path

Proposed 
Trail

Entry 
Signage



Mill Race Park & Tot Lot
Concept 2

1" = 80'

Sports Field
50 X 100 Yards

Proposed 
Play

Play Lawn

Fitness 
station

Sports Field
50 X 100 Yards

Pavilion ADA accessible 
bathrooms and 

storage

Convert 
lawn to 

meadow

Add trees to hillside 
outside of gas 
easement area

Convert lawn 
to meadow

Berm

Sensory Trail 
Loop

Entry Meadow

Berm

Continued 
enhancement of 

riparian buffer

Pickleball

Existing 
Detention Basin
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Property Line

100-yr Flood

500-yr Flood

GPU
Easement

Sewer 
Easement

Power 
Easement

Existing 
Ecological 
Restoration

Proposed 
Ecological 
Restoration

Rain Garden

Existing Tree

Proposed 
Tree

Proposed 
Path

Proposed 
Trail

Entry 
Signage



Nature playground

Enhanced forest buffer

Soccer pitch

Soccer pitch

Shady berm seating

Centralized 
pickleball

Entry meadow

ADA pathways + shade

Trailhead amenities

Meadow w/ mown 
walking paths

Nature playground

Meadow border

Soccer pitches w/ 
shady seating

Centralized 
pickleball

ADA pathways + shade

Perimeter walking loop

Activated Sponge 
Meadow

AmphitheaterPlay

Play
Play

Creek access

Creek access

Creek access

Trailhead amenities

Enhanced forest 
buffer

ADA pathways + shade
Consolidated 

parking

Soccer pitch

Shady 
perimeter 

seating

Pickleball

Nature playground

Meadow border

Trailhead amenities

Meadow w/ mown 
walking paths

Enhanced forest buffer

Entry meadow

Soccer pitches w/ 
shady seating

Perimeter walking loop

Sponge Meadow

Creek access

Creek access

Play / fitness 
nodes

Pickleball

Trailhead plaza

ADA pathways + shade

Enhanced forest buffer

18

Mill Race Park & Tot Lot
Process Sketches



Property Line

100-yr Flood

500-yr Flood

History

Connection

Activity

Ecology

Hydrology

Creek Access

Goose Use

Loose material washes out

Dead end makes park feel unsafe & causes traffic 
to back up on Northwood Ave. at the bridge

Unsafe walking conditions 
from Lion's Park

Vehicle / bike traffic can block 
up traffic flow when busy

Enhanced creek buffer

Baseball field no 
longer in use

New ADA access to the bike path

+ 265'

+ 255'

+ 255'

Flooding at low points 
during heavy rain

Flooding at low points 
during heavy rain

Dam is a safety concern, alters water 
flow and erosion, impacts water quality, and 

disrupts fish migration

19

Penn Pump Park
Analysis
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Penn Pump Park
Precedents

NATURAL PLAY GATHERING PLACES CREEK ACCESS WETLANDS & STORMWATER ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION



21

HISTORIC MILL & Dam locations

BINNEY & SMITH 
PIGMENT PLANT, 
FORMER MILL 
& DAM

KELPER’S 
MILL

Kelper’s Mill
Source: Sigal  Museum, NCHGS

OVERHOLT
MILL & DAMOverholt Mill, 1944

Source: NCHGS

HESTER 
FLOUR MILL 
& DAM

LEIGHTON 
MILLS

STOCKER MILL & 
DAM

WALTER’S MILL & 
DAM (PENN PUMP)

Walter’s Mill & Dam
Sources:  Sigal  Museum, NCHGS Marx Room at the 

Easton Public Library

Wagener Homestead & Dam
Source: Marx Room at the Easton Public 

Library

NEWLINS MILL, 
FORMERLY 
WAGENER’S MILL &
DAM

WAGENER 
SPRING HOUSE

Evolution of the Bushkill



Image courtesy of Rudy Miller, Lehigh Valley Live

Penn Pump Park - Dam No. 6

PROS OF DAM REMOVAL
1. Restoring creek banks enhances water retention capacity, thereby 
reducing both the frequency and severity of flooding events.

2. Stream restoration improves water quality by reducing sedimentation 
and enhancing overall ecosystem health.

3. Restored fish passage & aquatic habitat for fish & freshwater mussels

4. Removing dams eliminates a public safety hazard & increased liability 
for the Township

5. The dam is a focal point for recreation, contributing to park congestion 
and increased law enforcement presence.

6. Funds are available through DRBC mitigation funds, NFWF, PA DEP, PA 
DCNR, and Northampton County

Celebrate History: Convert dam 
bulkhead into 

fishing pier & overlook
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Bathrooms 

& storage

52 Spaces

Pervious 
paving

Exst. pavilion
Stone 
riprap 
steps

ADA accessible 
fishing pier & 

seating

Proposed 
play

Stormwater 
management 
rain gardens

Stormwater 
management 
rain gardens

Site 
Entry

Site
 Exit

ADA access to 
bike path

Remove Dam #6, restore 
riparian edge and restore riffle 

and pools within creek

Picnic 
nooks

Slide & 
climbing 
element

Amphitheater 
seating

Flex 
lawn

1" = 80'
23

Penn Pump Park
CONCEPT 1

Northwood Ave. 

Walter Ave. 

40  

Spaces

Property Line

100-yr Flood

500-yr Flood

GPU
Easement

Sanitary 
Sewer 
Easement

Existing 
Ecological 
Restoration

Proposed 
Ecological 
Restoration

Rain Garden

Existing Tree

Proposed 
Tree

Proposed 
Path

Proposed 
Trail

Entry 
Signage



Site 
Entry

Site
 Exit
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40  

Spaces

1" = 80'

Penn Pump Park
CONCEPT 2

Stone steps 
with ADA 

path

Picnic area

Potentially 
elevated 

path Picnic area

Picnic area

Picnic area

Amphitheater 
seating and 

stage

Exst. Pavilion

52 Spaces

Bathrooms 

& storage

ADA accessible 
fishing pier & 

seating

Proposed 
play

ADA access to 
bike path

Remove Dam #6, 
restore riparian 

edge and restore 
riffle and pools 

within creek

Pervious 
paving

Property Line

100-yr Flood

500-yr Flood

GPU
Easement

Sanitary 
Sewer 
Easement

Existing 
Ecological 
Restoration

Proposed 
Ecological 
Restoration

Rain Garden

Existing Tree

Proposed 
Tree

Proposed 
Path

Proposed 
Trail

Entry 
Signage

Northwood Ave. 

Walter Ave. 



Picnic tables & seating

Fortified 
creek 

access

Nature play

Existing 
pavilion

Walking loop

Picnic 
grove

Fortified 
creek 

access

native restoration 
areas / rain gardens

Potential 
informal 

switchback to 
bike path

Elevated parking

Restrooms

Picnic 
grove

Picnic 
grove

Existing 
Pavilion

Nature 
play

New 
restrooms

Raingardens

Elevated parking

Central 
Lawn

Picnic tables 
along path

Existing 
Pavilion

Nature 
play

Raingardens
Restored 

Forest

Fortified 
creek 

access

Fortified 
creek 

access

Fortified 
creek 

access

Fortified 
creek 

access

25

Penn Pump Park
Process Sketches



Sidewalk

Sidewalk

Buffered Bike Lane

1.	 Buffered Bike Lane

26

Penn Pump Park
Connectivity

Forks Township's 
Lions Park



Property Line

100-yr Flood

500-yr Flood

History

Connection

Activity

Ecology

Hydrology

Creek Access

Goose Use

No full size soccer field

Potholes in field

Low point would become 
wetland if left to succession

Underutilized lawn space Wet runoff area

Tracy Elementary 
School

+ 340'

+ 365'

Outdated soccer pitch is no 
longer used - pitch in center is 

too steep

3 softball fields utilized by 
senior softball players league No screening from 

housing

One way exit/entry 
signage not very obvious

One way exit/entry 
signage not very obvious
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Keystone Park
Analysis



Proposed 
sports field

60 x 100 yards

Bench seating

Bench seating

Proposed 
sports field

60 x 100 yards

Proposed 
play

Rain garden

Fitness
stations

Existing sports 
field

Regrade soccer pitches 
in partnership with 

EASD to allow for PTAA 
play and tournaments 

during floods

102 Spaces 
(76 existing 

angled spaces)

136 Spaces total
Site 

Entry

Site Entry
(Pedestrian only)

Site Exit

34 Spaces

Exst.
concessions 

and restrooms

Property Line

Existing 
Ecological 
Restoration

Proposed 
Ecological 
Restoration

Rain Garden

Existing Tree

Proposed 
Tree

Proposed 
Path

Proposed 
Trail

Entry 
Signage
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Keystone Park
Concept 1

150'



Exst. sports field

Rain garden

Fitness
stations

Proposed 
sports field

60 x 100 yards
Proposed play 
and picnic area

34 Spaces 102 Spaces 
(76 existing 

angled spaces)

136 Spaces total

Exst.
concessions 

and restrooms

Bench seating

Property Line

Existing 
Ecological 
Restoration

Proposed 
Ecological 
Restoration

Rain Garden

Existing Tree

Proposed 
Tree

Proposed 
Path

Proposed 
Trail

Entry 
Signage

Regrade soccer pitches 
in partnership with 

EASD to allow for PTAA 
play and tournaments 

during floods

Site 
Entry

Site Entry
(Pedestrian only)

Site Exit
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Keystone Park
Concept 2

150'



90 Degree 
parkingBioswale

Picnic / play grove 
between existing 

buildings

Soccer pitch

Soccer pitch

Shady seating

Shady seating

Meadow

Baseball field

Perimeter walking 
loop

Tree lined soccer 
pitch

Picnic / 
play grove

Meadow

Shady respiteBaseball field

Walking track + 
fitness nodesBench

Bench

90 Degree 
parkingBioswale

Tree lined soccer 
pitches

Nature play

Amenities hub 
(restrooms, 

concessions, 
pavilion)

Meadow

Combination 
baseball and 
soccer field

90 Degree 
parkingBioswale

30

Keystone Park
Process Sketches



Property Line

100-yr Flood

500-yr Flood

History

Connection

Activity

Ecology

Hydrology

Creek Access

Goose Use

Driveway access Phragmites in wetlands

Sensitive habitat zone: 
North-Central

Appalachian Large
River Floodplain

No sidewalk access on south side of bridge

No sidewalk access on south side of bridge

+ 270'

+ 265'

Open sunny area of Greenway
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Two Fool's Island
Analysis

Central Appalachian Alkaline Glade and Woodland
Trees eastern redbud (Cercis canadensis)

eastern red-cedar (Juniperus virginiana)
chinquapin oak (Quercus muehlenbergii)
hackberry (Celtis occidentalis)
northern white cedar (Thuja occidentalis)
pignut hickory (Carya Glabra)
red oak (Quercus rubra)
sugar maple (Acer saccharum)
white oak (Quercus alba)

Shrubs downy arrow-wood (Viburnum rafinesquianum)
running serviceberry (Amelanchier humilis)

Herbaceous barren strawberry (Waldsteinia fragarioides)
glade flax (Linum sulcatum var. sulcatum)
hairy beardtongue (Penstemon hirsutus)
hairy pinweed (Lechea mucronata)
orange-grass st. john's-wort (Hypericum gentianoides)
prairie ragwort (Packera plattensis)
bergamot (Monarda fistulosa ssp. 1)
violet bushclover (Lespedeza violacea)
western hairy rockcress (Arabis hirsuta)
western wallflower (Erysimum capitatum)
cliff stonecrop (Sedum glaucophyllum)*
hidden spikemoss (Selaginella eclipes)*
tall larkspur (Delphinium exaltatum)*
three-lobed violet (Viola triloba)*

North-Central Appalachian Large River Floodplain
Trees box elder (Acer negundo)

cottonwood (Populus deltoides )
silver maple (Acer saccharinum)
sycamore (Platanus occidentalis)

Herbaceous basil beebalm (Monarda clinopodia)
green dragon (Arisaema dracontium)
canada moonseed (Menispermum canadense)
nodding trillium (Trillium flexipes)
smooth burmarigold (Bidens laevis)
american lotus (Nelumbo lutea)*
coast violet (Viola brittoniana)*
eastern prairie white-fringed orchid (Platanthera 
leucophaea)*
heartleaf plantain (Plantago cordata)*
limestone wild petunia (Ruellia strepens)*
long's bulrush (Scirpus longii)*
maryland bur-marigold (Bidens bidentoides)*
navel-shape cornsalad (Valerianella umbilicata)*
stalked bulrush (Scirpus pedicellatus)*
tidal spikerush (Eleocharis aestuum)*

Northeastern Interior Dry-Mesic Oak Forest
Trees black birch (Betula lenta)

black oak (Quercus velutina)
hickory (Carya spp.)
red maple (Acer rubrum)
red oak (Quercus rubra)
scarlet oak (Quercus coccinea)
white oak (Quercus alba)
yellow birch (Betula alleghaniensis)

Herbaceous American wintergreen (Pyrola americana)
basil beebalm (Monarda clinopodia)
blunt-lobe woodsia (Woodsia obtusa)
bottlebrush grass (Elymus hystrix)
common alexanders (Zizia auwrea)
early buttercup (Ranunculus fascicularis)
shinleaf (Pyrola elliptica)
sicklepod (Arabis canadensis)
climbing fern (Lygodium palmatum)*
goldenseal (Hydrastis canadensis)*
small whorled pogonia (Isotria medeoloides)*

ASSOCIATED SPECIES; *SPECIES OF CONCERN

Ecological Typologies



Preservation zone 
with limited access 

for ecological 
research

Loop connection 
to bikeway

Seating

Picnic 
tables

Sidewalk 
connection

ADA access

Property Line

Existing 
Ecological 
Restoration

Existing Tree

Proposed 
Path

Entry 
Signage
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Two Fool's Island
Concept

150'



Property Line

100-yr Flood

500-yr Flood

History

Connection

Activity

Ecology

Hydrology

Creek Access

Goose Use

Steep slopes >25%

+ 290'

+ 350'

+ 360'

Dead ash stands

Dead ash stands

Healthy section of creek 
with many riffles & runs

Good overstory, invasive 
understory

Entry for Penn's Grant Path

Existing seating at intersection of bike 
path and Shoeneck Creek

Bridge over Shoeneck Creek

Bridge access 
connection to Bushkill 

Drive

Erosion at bottom of steep swale. Lots 
of Hydrophyllum virginianum in this area

No ADA trail 
access or parking

Dead ash stands

Invasive understory and 
lots of deadfall in stream

Informal parking on 
Bushkill Drive

Shoeneck Creek dam 
structures

33

Penn's Grant Open Space
Analysis



Remove dead 
ash stands

Enhance existing 
wetland ecology in 

this zone

Erosion control

Erosion control
Get-down 

among riffles

Seating 
along trail

Unique ecosystem 
(scrub, shrub, grassland) 
under power line ROW

Remove 
phragmites & 

invasives

Property Line

Power 
Easement

Proposed 
Ecological 
Restoration

Entry 
Signage

34

Penn's Grant Open Space
Concept



Greenway Access at Penn's Grant Open Space
Connectivity

1.	 Buffered Bike Lane

1.	
Buffe

red Bike Lane

35

Crosswalk with 
rapid flashing 

signal for 
crossing

Entry to Penn's 
Grant Path 

bridge

Parking

Optio
nal:  A

DA designated spot Sidewalk



Property Line

100-yr Flood

500-yr Flood

History

Connection

Activity

Ecology

Hydrology

Creek Access

Goose Use

Informal water access 
for fisherman

Dam has been removed & 
stream restoration is underway

This area feels like the 
trailhead & is confusing

Trail lacks signage

Stiltgrass

Catch & release area, to be 
utilized as parking by developer

Informal trail along creek

Trail parking area

No ADA water access

Wide area along Bushkill 
Drive used by bikers

Unclear trail integration 
within paving
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Wildlands Conservancy Binney & Smith Preserve
Analysis



Benches along trail

Tatamy Creek 

Buxmont 

Academy

Future Binney & Smith 

Apartments

Nature trail with 
signage

Trailhead 
signage + 
amenities

Wayfinding signage 
for split at at JG 

Mills & Hackett Park

Planting buffer at 
trail & parking

Buffered bike lane 
at Bushkill Dr. 

New trail 
connection to JG 
Mills Apartment 

Complex

Forest 
restoration
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Wildlands Conservancy Binney & Smith Preserve
Concept

Property Line

Existing 
Ecological 
Restoration

Existing Tree

Proposed 
Tree

Proposed 
Trail

Entry 
Signage

Trail
Signage

Water Access



Property Line

100-yr Flood

500-yr Flood

History

Connection

Activity

Ecology

Hydrology

Creek Access

Goose Use

Provide ADA parking at trailhead

Enhance crosswalk for bike 
trail connection?

Tot Lot with two benches

Dead ash stand

Erosion from intermittent 
tributary and hillside slopesRoad diet + add sidewalk or bike path 

along east side of Tatamy Road
Dead ash & overgrown 

vines / invasive

Trash & dumping on site. 
Blackflies & mosquitoes are present

Culverts under driveway empties into 
Basin on Palmer Park Mall property

Observed deer & 
ground-burrowing habitat
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Hillcrest Open Space & Tot Lot
Analysis



Boulders or 
logjams on 

hillside to help 
with erosion

Ecological restoration for 
water quality & habitat 

improvements

Property Line

Proposed 
Ecological 
Restoration

Proposed 
Sidewalk

Entry 
Signage
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Hillcrest Open Space & Tot Lot
Concept

Future 
crosswalk

Potential future 
sidewalk

Potential future on-
street connection 

to bike path 
at Wildlands 
Conservancy 

Preserve

Potential future sidewalk 
with connection from 

Hillcrest to Palmer Park 
Mall



Palmer Bikeway Trail SignagePalmer Township Standard Park Entry Signage Standard Playground Rules Signage

Palmer Township Standard Park Rules SignagePalmer Trail Map Standard SignagePalmer Township Standard Park Entry Signage - Alternate

Signage & Wayfinding Visual Inventory
Existing assets
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LIVABLE LANDSCAPES GRANT 9/11 NATIONAL MEMORIAL TRAILDELAWARE & LEHIGH (D&L) TRAILTWO RIVERS TRAILWAY

 D

&L TRAIL

   D&L T R A I L

59
MILE

 D

&L TRAIL

Signage & Wayfinding Visual Inventory
Existing relevant branding identities
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Signage & Wayfinding
Inspiration



Bushkill Creek 
Greenway

Trail Rules

Bushkill Creek 
Greenway

Bushkill Creek 
Greenway

Bushkill Creek 
Greenway

Bushkill Creek 
GreenwayBushkill Creek 

Greenway
Penn Pump Park

Palmer Township, PA
 2100 Northwood Ave

M
ILE 60

M
ILE 5.0

M
ILE 176

M
ILE 8

Signage & Wayfinding
Potential Signage Suite

Trail or Park Rules Mile Marker System Directional Signage

Palmer 
Bikeway

D&L 
Corridor

Two 
Rivers 

Trailway

9-11
National 

Memorial 
Trail

Park Identification

                Pickleball

     Baseball Fields         

         Sledding Hill

         Picnic Pavilion 

         Trail

 Restrooms .......
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Fairview Park
PALMER TOWNSHIP

Signage & Wayfinding
Using Existing Guidelines
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Signage & Wayfinding
Interpretive Signage: PSU Local Climate Action Program
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