
PALMER TOWNSHIP RECREATION BOARD
October16, 2018, 7:00PM

Theregular monthly meeting ofthePalmer Township Recreation Board washeldonTuesday,  
October 16, 2018@7:00pmwiththefollowing inattendance: Chair, Cheryl Nielsen, ViceChair,  
Thomas Lee, LiamBrohan, KeithHorton, andKellyHiggins.  DanMcKinney andMichael Weaver
wereabsent.  

Also, inattendance wasRobert Smith, Palmer Township BoardofSupervisors Member, Joel
Dean, Frances Dean, Chuck Romfo, President ofthePalmer Township Athletic Association and
DaveDumpel, Member ofthePalmer Township Athletic Association Executive Board.  

Nielson called themeeting toorderat7:00pm.  

Approval ofMinutes:  Higgins makesamotion toapprove theJuly, 2018minutes, Leeseconds
themotion.  Motion carried.  

Public Comment

Mr. JoelDean introduced himself andexplained hehaslivedinPalmer Township for30years
andhewasheretogiveinformation about Pickleball.  WeplayattheCharles ChrinCommunity
Center, theYMCAandoutside atFairview Park.  Hethanked thetownship forlining the
Pickleball courtsatFairview.  Heasked iftherewereanymore tennis courts inthetownship?  
Nielsen – Yes, allover.  
Higgins – Whoiswe?  
Dean – Whoever wants toplayatFairview, currently wehaveabout20 – 25people.  Pickleball
courts aremuchsmaller andexplained howtheygoontennis courts, sixPickleball courtson
twoTennis courts.  
Nielsen – questioned thenet
Higgins – What isPickleball?  
Dean – Itisverysimilar toTennis, paddle ismore likeapingpongpaddle.  
Brohan – IsPickleball fortheolder?  
Bulette – InFlorida, itisjuststarting, itisbecoming acraze.  
Dean – Stated hehadasked Dantoputinactual Pickleball courts andhetoldhimtocometoa
meeting.  
Nielsen – Doyouplayinthedaylight?  
Dean – Yesandexplained allthevarious places theyplay
Lee – WhenyouplayatFairview, doyouexceed capacity, dopeople sit?  
Dean – Itworksoutbecause thenpeople gettorest.  
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Brohan – Thetownship hastwelve tenniscourts.  
Smith – Someneedtoresurfaced
Brohan – Perfect toredo
Lee – Isitanorganized league andifnot, doyouplantoorganize?  
Dean – Itwould helpifwehaddedicated Pickleball courts.  
Lee – Doyouknowthecost?  
Dean – Idonotandshowed theBoardhowitworksonatennis court.  
Brohan – SoyoucangettwoPickleball courtsononeTennis court?  
Nielsen – Soitwouldn’tbepermanent?  
Dean - Wewould likeittobe
Brohan – OldOrchard, Palmer Pool
Nielsen – OldOrchard usedmostly forBasketball.  WhataboutBrentwood andBriarcliff too?  
Dean – Where isBriarcliff?  
Brohan – Palmer Pool
Lee – Youarenotasking foranything specific?  
Nielsen – Yes, heiswantsPickleball courts.  
Dean – Itwouldbenicetohave linedPickleball courts instead ofthembeingshared withTennis
courts.  
Smith – I’msurethereisfunding outtherebecause it’sahealthy activity, mightbegrants
available.  
Lee – WecouldpassuptotheBoard.  
Nielsen – Isitthesamesurface asTennisCourts?   
Dean – Upper Bucksdidanicejob, checkoutupperbuckspickleball. net, theirwebsite tosee
them.  Thankyouforyour time.  
Nielsen – Thank youforcoming.  

Chuck Romfo, President ofthePalmer Township Athletic Association andDaveDumpel, Palmer
Township Athletic Association Executive BoardMember introduced themselves.    

FromthispointonPalmer Township Athletic Association willbereferred toasPTAA)  

OldBusiness:   

Nielsen – Youareheretodiscuss funding?  
Romfo – Wewould liketodiscuss theproposal brought totheBoard starting in2019.  Wehave
1600registrations onaverage, allregistration feesgointotheaccount, $35.00tosport, $10.00
toacapital fundand $5.00backtoChrin.  Itischanging fromataxpayerprogram toauser- 
based program, raising registration rates forsports thathavetrueleague feesto $75.00, $35.00
fornon-officiated sports.  PTAAwillberesponsible foreallfees, league fees, referees, jerseys,  
wearable equipment, etc.  
Higgins – Isthereadocument explain this?  
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Smith – Therewillbeandwillgointodepth, wehave looked atalltheneeds.  AJ, theperson
whodidtheComphrensive Plansuggested tosplit thePTAAfromthetownship which gives the
ability togrowonneeds thatarecoming upsonottousetaxdollars.  Turf fieldwillbeanother
1,000,000toresurface in10years.  Itallsounds simple butitisnot, would liketodochange as

aresolution, want toprotect kidsandvolunteers ascoaches andmakesureweknowwhois
paying forwhat.  Everything needs tobedefined, it’satonofinformation, noroomforanygray
area, sothere isnoproblem downtheline.  First thought wastohavetwoRecreation Board
members, twoBoard members andtwoPTAAmembers tomeeteveryquarter todiscuss needs
andtheaccounts, balance getscarried on.  
Higgins – Isitabalance sheet?  
Smith – Yes, awayforustotakealookatthemaintenance ofthefields, tostartworking on
that, hadtogenerate additional revenue tostartprojects.  AllT’sneedtobecrossed andI’s
needtobedotted, toprotect everyone.  Sports arechanging, needs tobecrafted onpaper.  
Romfo – PTAAwouldberesponsible forallconsumable, example isuniforms, helmets, goal
postsarenotconsumable.  
Nielsen – WhynotBaseball field?  
Smith – Liningwillbecome difficult asthingsgetgoing, trying togetahandle onwhowill take
ofallofit, bestwaywouldbetomakeacrew, ahughliability goesalongwiththat.  
Brohan – Doyouknowyouroperation budget?  
Romfo  - Yes, fouryearsatthose rates.  
Brohan-Areyouworrying howmuchitwill increase infouryears?  
Romfo – Thinking ofexpanding toayear-roundsportexcept forfootball, it’sawantandneed
andcanbemarketed.  Lastyearwemaxed outwithTracySchool beingdown, hadtopay
Palmer forSaturdays andthisyear, Palmer School willbedown.  
Higgins – questioned costs?  
Romfo – Third, fourth, eighth andtenthchildren arefree – family discount is2to3percent of
thebudget.  Rightnow, wearetheonlygigthatissubsidized bytaxpayers andhaveflatrated
andstillarethecheapest.  
Smith – PTAAgetsfirstuseoffields.  Wedefinitely want tobedoneandbereadyandnotworry
insixmonths thattherewillbeproblems.  
Romfo – Unveil inSpring 2019
Lee – Abetter understanding ofwhatyouexpect fromthisboard, weputittogether andsendit
out, make recommendations andPTAAwould comeback?  
Smith – Agree 100%, itwasrolledoutwrong, Chris’slettershouldhavebeendiscussed.  Alotof
timehasbeenspentoffiguring out fees.  
Lee – Doyouhavecopiesofourrecommendations?  
Romfo – No
Smith – Never sawitfromChris
Lee – Sent letter toDaveColver
Smith – Dave isnottheperson, Iam, Ishould havegotten it.  
Brohan – What’scompetitive for $75.00?  
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Romfo – Sports thatneedofficials, $35.00foryounger.  
Dumpel – Thegrowing trendissomekindofentry level.  
Romfo – Allfeesnowgothrough Dan; referee feesgotocoaches anditishard toforecast.  
Lee – Canyouestimate howmanywillbeinthe $75.00zone?  
Romfo – 80 – 20, baseball isimpacted bytravel, football isimpacted byconcussion, soccer
numbers arenothurting.  
Smith – Highschools areconcerned theyarelooking tospendonanewfootball fieldbutthey
needplayers.  
Romfo – HighSchools arereaching outtousnow, doingminicamps andcoach instruction.  
Smith – It’snotaneasydecision whether tomoveitorrevamp it, travelball isreallygrowing.  
Lee – Areweexpecting something fromthePTAA?  
Smith – Township wishlist?  
Lee – Wecansendcopiesofouroriginal recommendations toBob, Chuck andDave.  
Smith – Wejustwant tomake sureitworks ashediscussed withChris, Township Manager.  
Dumpel – Referee feesaregoingup, going tohavetodosomehomework.  
Nielsen – Thank youforcoming andwelookforward toworking withyou.  
Romfo – Idon’tforesee anyroadblocks.  
Smith – Five-yearplan – Ten-yearplan, havetofigureoutnotjustbuilding itbutmaintaining it.  
Higgins – Haveregistrations dropped inayear?  
Romfo – Fouryears
Higgins – Approximately 10%  
Smith – This isagreat township withgreat facilities.  

TurfFieldRestrooms – handout – wentoverspecs

Higgins – noticed therewasnocostattached
Smith – Icanhelp, thefirst, single swelling, $225,000, oneislikeashed
Higgins – Likes thefirstbecause ofunisex room, firstandthirdhavefourbathrooms
Nielsen – Bethlehem Township - $38,000foraportable bathroom, itcanberemoved ormoved
toadifferent location.  
Smith – Wetalkedabout that, it’sasimple hookup.  
Brohan – Thisfacilityneedsapermanent bathroom, likeRiverview.  
Higgins – Where wouldyoustore it?  
Smith – Parking garage.  
Lee – These layouts arefor information purposes
Smith – Yes, Danwanted youtoseeit, hookupsontheeast, water, sewage andgas
Discussion incurred onthedifferent layouts.  
Lee – Wecandiscuss withDanandsendarecommendation up.  
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Directors Report:   

N/A

NewBusiness:    

Nielsen – Brought upchanging thetimewhenDanisnothere, howmany isthere thathecan’t
attend, maybe change thetimewhenhecan’tmakeit.  
Lee – Ithinkyoucansendit, itwouldhavetobeadvertised.  
Nielsen – Whoisincharge offieldsforFallBaseball?  ItwasawfulwhenIwenttoFairview.  
Smith – Danis, itwastalked aboutputting openorclosed onthefields.  

EggHunt:  

Nielsen – Lastyeargotanotefromthepeople onStones Crossing whoteachTaekwondo. They
want togiveuseggswithcandy andcoupons.  
Lee – Thatwouldbeadvertising andwould havetobebrought totheBoard?  
Smith – Ithinkit’sbest thewayitis.  

NextMeeting:  Tuesday, November 20, 2018@7:00pm

Thomas Leeasksforamotion toadjourn.  RickBulette seconds themotion toadjourn.  Motion
carried.  Meeting adjourned at8:13pm.    

Brenda Lazarus:  Corresponding Secretary
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